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Elder abuse is a widespread phenomenon worldwide. Using screening tools to identify
cases of abuse could be a helpful strategy to support professionals in recognising

the signals and indicators of mistreatment and ground the decision to request more
comprehensive assessments. On the other hand, while there are different screening
instruments in use, with different psychometric characteristics, we also know that
there are arguments in favour or against the application of a screening processes and
that there might be barriers to screening perceived by professionals as well as by older
adults themselves.

In order to systematise the current knowledge on screening for elder abuse, the
Erasmus+ SAVE project partnership, under the coordination of the University of

Minho, has released a systematic review of the literature around this issue, which is
now available for download in English. (Polish, Finnish, Greek, Portuguese and Italian
versions will be available in January 2022)

THE MAIN OUTCOMES OF THE RESEARCH ARE THAT THE LITERATURE ON
ELDER ABUSE SCREENING POINTS TO SEVERAL COMPELLING ARGUMENTS
BOTH IN FAVOUR AND AGAINST SCREENING. THOUGH IT IS UNDERSTOOD
THAT SCREENING IS AN IMPORTANT TOOL TO RAISE SUSPICION ON

ELDER ABUSE, THE LACK OF EFFECTIVE AND PRACTICAL TOOLS AND

THE UNKNOWN EXTENT OF POTENTIAL NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES OF
SCREENING ARE IMPORTANT FACTORS TO CONSIDER WHEN THINKING
ABOUT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SCREENING PROGRAMMIES.

More research is necessary to fill the above mentioned gaps and help professionals
make informed decisions. It is worth noting that the use of screening tools beyond
their possible positive effects on older adults is particularly useful in training social
and healthcare professionals who deal with older adults more frequently. As such,
training these professionals in good screening practices is essential to make screening
feasible, raise awareness about elder abuse, and promote a broader view of the
circumstances and factors around and within the older adult that can determine elder
abuse.
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To download the full research report and an abstract click on:
https://www.projectsave.eu/documents/

To learn more about the SAVE project click on:
https://www.projectsave.eu/

NOTES TO EDITOR:

The SAVE project is implemented by a consortium, coordinated

by PCG Polska (Poland) and involving Anziani e non solo (ltaly), Cadiai
(Italy), Osk VoiVa. (Finland), two academic institutions: University of Minho
(Portugal), Cyprus University of Technology (Cyprus).

A systematic review of the literature was conducted within the Project SAVE.
It found thirty-seven screening instruments cited in the literature, of which,
only eight were tested in research. A few well-established assessment tools
were identified (HS-EAST, VASS and EASI©) and are available for use in

the practice setting. The project SAVE aim now is to train professionals of
multiple fields to administer and interpret such tools.
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